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-JVews c .Briefs 


NO AIRLIFT FOR THE TULE ELK THIS YEAR, AND WE'LL HAVE TO LIVE WITH MORE OF THEM; AN ANGRY, 
UNPAID TV CABLE OPERATOR TURNS OFF THE INDEPENDENCE SYSTEM; THE SUPERVISORS MAY FACE STILL 
ANOTHER LAWSUIT; AND WHO BUT THE DWP WANTS THE COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEMS ANYWAY? 

C AUGHT BETWEEN the conservationists and a bureaucracy, Inyo County will live for awhile 
with perhaps more Tule Elk than it - or the law - would prefer. In recent years past, 
the California Department of Fish & Game has dutifully carted the surplus elk off to 
other pastures around the state, barely managing to hold the valley*s elk lands to what has 
been termed an "acceptable" number - 490. This year, after several months of highly fruitful 
breeding, the Inyo elk numbers have climbed to something like 530 and for now we*re stuck 
with them. The reason, says CF&G's Vern Koontz, is that there are no more elk preserves left 
to accomodate them. 

The other elk preserves have hosted the 
overflow of local elk - but in recent years 
the elk in those locations have also been mat¬ 
ing and breeding - as Tule Elk seem very in¬ 
clined to do. The state, it now appears, is 
up to here in Tule Elk -'and in the conserva¬ 
tionists that continue their crusade to prot¬ 
ect them. 

So what will the state do now? No one 
seems to have any clear answers. The elk sup¬ 
porters, many of whom livH far' from elk~~.pres-- 
erves, again became hysterical when it was 
suggested that some limited hunting be allow¬ 
ed in order to thin them out. They have grown 
and increased vigorously since the year not 
too long ago when they were in fact an endan¬ 
gered species. 

In recent years, Inyo’s overpopulation 
of elk was resolved more or less when CF&G 
people came in once a year with helicopters 
and trucks and veterinarians and biologists 
and what-all-else and, at tremendous cost, 
literally airlifted the elk out of the valley. 

That program won’t work anymore since people 
in other places, just like the people in Inyo, 
have begun to get their fill of fast-breeding 
elk. At month’s end CF&G wasn’t doing much of 
anything with the elk - just waiting for fur¬ 
ther signals from the policymakers . 

And the elk? They're in good shape, a- 
live and well in the Owens Valley, grazing, 
growing fat - and breeding like flies. 


AS INYO'S "GROWTH" BATTLE accelerated tSee 
Page 20), the board of supervisors once again 
found themselves facing full responsibility 
for much that has happened. Bishop's Paul Mar¬ 
tin, a developer who had hoped to build a con¬ 
dominium complex off Bishop's West Line St., 
thinks the buck stops in the supervisors’ 
boardroom; he has already presented the board 
with a bill for about half a million dollars, 
money Martin said he'd lost because of delays 
and, finally, a supervisorial turndown of his 


project. The board denies, of course, that it 
should be responsible for his loss, and now 
there is a very good chance that the super¬ 
visors face another suit. The county has of 
late been dragged into court on a number of 
matters, due primarily to decisions that may 
not have been too well thought out. 

Martin's project had already received 
the approval of the planning commission, and, 
or so it would seem, lived up to all the de¬ 
mands of the county's zoning and planning 
regulations. But the supervisors, alarmed by 
the protests of a handful of residents in the 
area, took a quick look at the project and 
turned it down. They claimed that the "dens¬ 
ity," that is the number of units in the com¬ 
plex, was too high - this regardless of whe¬ 
ther the plans fell within planning guide¬ 
lines. Martin and his partners countered with 
the claim, a legitimate one in the eyes of 
nearly all construction men, that fewer un¬ 
its would make the project too costly, or 
would drive the price out of range of buyers, 
many of whom had already been contracted. 
Martinis firebrand lawyer, Bryson Kratz, said 
in his claim against the county that the sup¬ 
ervisors had "willfully and capriciously" de¬ 
nied his client's right to build the condo¬ 
minium, and Kratz says he may file a suit in 
federal court. Kratz may also take a legal 
shot at Supervisor H.B. "Lefty" Irwin (See 
"Growth" story) who he charges with acting in 
conflict of interest. 

■ 

FOR MORE THAN A YEAR the television service 
had been merely awful: Images of one channel 
ghosting in over another; "rollover" and a 
lot of "snow" due to inadequate controls in 
one or more amplifiers, and, sometimes, no 
sound at all. And then one day not long ago, 
thanks to the installation of new amplifiers, 
everything abruptly improved. The television 
audience at Independence was enjoying the 
best service ever. But their joy was short¬ 
lived. Early this week - right in the midst 
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of Monday's prime-time viewing, everything - 
everything - went abruptly off. On Tuesday, 
the word started getting around about what 
had happened to the Independence television 
cable system: Its owner, Ted Higel, had very 
simply turned it off. 

In the angry reaction that followed 
the mass turnoff, it came out that Independ¬ 
ence television viewers - more than two~ 
thirds of them at least - don't pay their 

$lO-per-month cable 
charges. 

TV cable syst¬ 
em owner Ted Higel 
forthrightly came to 
the telephone to ans - 
wer a reporter's ques¬ 
tions: "Haven't you 
heard," he asked ang¬ 
rily. "I shut it off 
on purpose. I went ov¬ 
er my books and found 
out that the customers 
now owe me nearly six 
thousand dollars. Most 
people there owe me 
seventy to ninety dol¬ 
lars . This involves a 
hundred and thirty people, and only about for¬ 
ty-five or fifty others are current." 

His response came as no real surprise : 


TV Cableman Ted Higel 

"Haven't you heard?" 


For months, local viewers had complained, of¬ 
ten with a very personal anger directed at 
Higel, that more often than not their recep¬ 
tion was either of very poor quality or non¬ 
existent. Higel blamed part of the problem 
on the translator system at Sierra Gordo - 
his signal source. But the fault lay too with 
his own amplifiers. Viewers trying to watch a 
program through "snow," or with the image of 
another channel superimposed, simply decided 
not to pay for something they were not get¬ 
ting. And there were the others, too, the 
free-riders who took advantage of the fact 
that the previous owner of the system had 
seldom actually cut off the cable to indiv¬ 
idual homes. 

Two weeks ago, however, the quality 
had improved immensely - "just like the rec¬ 
eption down south," as one householder exp¬ 
ressed it. Higel, tired of complaints, had 
installed 13 new amplifiers, these at a cost 
of about $250 each. But still there was no 
sudden rush of people to pay charges. In a 
fit of abrupt anger, Higel drove to Indepen¬ 
dence and closed down the system. 

He further revealed the matter of the 
DWP power bills , explaining that the previous 
owner of the system had paid about $2 each 
for the 15-or-so electrical hookups that pow¬ 
er the system. "I'm having to pay sixteen 
dollars for each site." Higel said that DWP 


Finally, the press - 

For weeks, several hundred sub¬ 
scribers had shown a remarkably 
supportive patience. With their 
last edition late in July they re 
ceived a promise of an all-new 
publication . The new press that 
would make it possible had been 
contracted for in mid-July with 
assurances that delivery would 
be "in 30 days, or less." But on¬ 
ly after repeated calls from an 
Eastern Sierra Hews Service law¬ 
yer was it finally delivered - 
in late October. Meanwhile t the 
news service had taken on a new 
partner to handle a hoped-for 
commercial printing business in 
conjunction with News-Letter; 
Patricia Duncan of Independence. 
Did the new venture - and the 
News-Letter - suffer in the de¬ 
lay? Said ESNS partner Benett 
Kessler: "It cost us a bundle } 
but nowj finally, we ’re back at 
work - in the nick of time." 


Duncan and Kessler with new printing press 
In the nick of time 
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had threatened to cut off his power if he 
doesn't pay the power bills, and that pres¬ 
ently he "has about five hundred dollars in 
my cable account and bills for two thousand 
dollars." 

The Independence turnoff, then, was not 
totally unjustified. The county government 
may be in part sympathetic to Higel - A coun¬ 
ty-operated translator system that offers e- 
ven good quality yiewing has run into collec¬ 
tion problems; free-riders have failed, even 
arrogantly refused, to pay some $40,000 in 
back charges. 

And how about the few who have paid up? 
Tough luck. Of that, Higel admitted he may 
have been a little hasty; after a talk with 
Independence Supervisor Johnny Johnson who 
was firm but conciliatory, Higel did finally 
turn the works back on after nearly 24 hours . 
And how about the future of Independence's 
much-improved viewing? Things may look a lit¬ 
tle brighter. Higel explained that he has 
been unable to find the cutoff points for in¬ 
dividual households, in many cases. But he 
plans to replace a large amount of cable in 
the town, and as he does so he can cut the 
cable service to the free-riders. 

In the middle of the cut-off, District 
Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons was contacted 
to discover the legal implications of such a 
suspension of service. He offered that "The 
people of Independence may have to take an 
active interest in the operation of their te¬ 
levision system." And so indeed they may. 

* 

MOST INYO COUNTY GASOLINE RETAILERS have been 
charging "the max," that is to say the full 
15.4-cent allowable gross profit on a gallon 


of gasoline. The few exceptions are mostly 
the self-serve stations that either rely on a 
large volume of sales, or offer other goods 
or services (up to and including groceries 
and or liquor) that help take up the slack in 
what otherwise is a small-profit business. 
Some gasoline retailers that do a substantial 
repair or service business are seriously con¬ 
sidering dropping the gasoline business en¬ 
tirely. Said one: "It's gotten to be too much 
of a headache." 

The local retailers have not always 
charged the maximum allowable, but their pri¬ 
ces have been generally higher than those in 
other areas for the simple reason, r.well und¬ 
erstood by most drivers , that they must go 
through distributors for their stocks (In 
Southern California, retailers can purchase 
gasoline direct from refineries). 

In spite of nationally-reported "short¬ 
ages ," the increases in gasoline prices have 
declined. In the first gas crisis scares, fu¬ 
el jumped in three- and four-cent leaps. Now, 
it has become a penny here, a penny there. 
"The distributor just calls us up," said one 
gasoline station operator, "and tells us to 
add another cent or two." 

And what is included in the price that 
drivers pay?; Clearly it does not all go to 
what they have come to regard suspiciously 
as "big oil." 

First, there is a 6% retail sales tax, 
this paid by the retailer himself. A state 
tax of 7C and a federal tax of 4C is added, 
payable through either the distributor or the 
refinery . 

But whatever the legitimate charges, or 
taxes, are added, Inyoans like other Americ- 


Tax Assessor 
Jack Clay 
talked to 
the supervisors 
about taxing 
DWP houses. 

See Neus Briefs 
Story 3 Page 5 
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ans ^express increasing anger at the oil com¬ 
panies that they feel - sometimes on very 
good evidence - are taking advantage of a ve¬ 
ry serious situation. It was revealed in rec¬ 
ent days that four major companies had not in 
fact passed on to the customer a $5 per bar¬ 
rel discount that Saudi Arabia had made ex¬ 
pressly "to the American people." For the oil 
companies, the additional pennies paid at the 
pump amount to billions of dollars. As the lo¬ 
cal retailer said, "It's a headache." 

...And for a report on the latest gas¬ 
oline woes, see a story on "odd-even" on Pag¬ 
es 6-7 . 

■ 

FOR YEARS, ONE COUNTY administration af¬ 
ter another has attempted to devise some means 
of taxing the considerable number of improved 
properties owned in Inyo County by the Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power. In that pursuit they 
have inevitably been restrained by a law that 
states that although land may be taxed, the 
improvements on it, such as houses, may not. 

It was a state law strongly protective of en¬ 
tities such as DWP, passed long ago. Lately, 
however, a number of lawsuits have arisen in 
similar situations, resulting in high court 
decisions to the effect that it is alright to 
tax such properties but that the occupants , 
not the owners, such as DWP, must pay. Trans- 
lated to Inyo terms that means the people who 
rent DWP houses - in most cases DWP employ¬ 
ees - would have to ante up . In spite of its 
problems with DWP itself, the county has his¬ 
torically shown an almost loving concern for 
DWP's workers. In considering the matter, Sup¬ 
ervisor Richard McDonald followed that hist¬ 
oric precedent. Said he: "Maybe we should ad¬ 
dress this through the legislature. We should 
tax L.A., and not place the burden on the peo¬ 
ple." Supervisor Johnny Johnson agreed: "We 
don't want to see the people penalized." The 
apparently unjust law will in any case pre¬ 
vail, at least for awhile. Clay said he will 
have further information sometime near the 
first of the new year. Meanwhile, those who 
would impose taxes continue to mutter about 
county and school services - fire protection, 
law enforcement, etc., provided free to what 
some county officials openly call the "free¬ 
loaders ." 

■ 

THEY CALL IT A CHURCH but by any usual 
definition, it would appear to be something 
else. It sponsors, for instance, such activi¬ 
ties as rock shows, wet T-shirt contests, etc. 
No one has yet been able to prove that the 
sponsors of the church and its activities may 
be selling liquor or even narcotics. In any 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Rage 8) 
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THE 5HRPE OF THE FUTURE 
in home heating. 


NORDIC 



5TOVE 


EFFICIENCY- Nordic’s fan system provides 
immediate heat throughout the home, especially at 
the floor level. The hexagonal design and outside air 
source allows a more complete and efficient burn of 
fuel Clean, convective and radiant heat can be enjoyed 
with the fan off 

VERSATILITY—The Nordic comes in 2 sizes: 
2l"Valmun and the 28"Norseman. Both 
function well in a room setting or as a fireplace 
insert, with or without outside air. and with 
either rear or top exhaust 
STYLE — The hexagonal design makes it just 
as much at home in a traditional setting as well 
as a contemporary home 
APPROVAL & SAFTEY-The Nordic is UL 
listed. ICBO approved, and meets the require¬ 
ments of HUD. and has historically been free 
of any creosote buildup. It has a one year 
warranty 



BISHOP 


& LIGHTING 


307 SOUTH MAIN • BISHOP • 873-7321 


ANOTHER GAS CRISIS. 



Photo: John Heston 


. AND IT’S 
ODD-EVEN 
FOR INYO 


BUT LOCAL GASOLINE RETAILERS 
SAY THEY WON'T ENFORCE IT 

T he service station owners say they will 
not enforce it; A supervisor says it will 
be unfair to local residents; but the go¬ 
vernor - who many people regard as a little 
bit odd-even himself - says it's an unhappy 
necessity and insists upon it. 

California's odd-even gasoline ration¬ 
ing plan applies (It's "official" now) to In¬ 
yo County, like it or not. 

But the plan may at least have some re¬ 
deeming elements, such as the "100-mile" rad- 
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ius exemption. In a telephone conversation 

with a News-Letter reporter, Nancy Licht of 
the governor's energy commission said last 
week that the "100-mile plan takes care of 
any potential problems for tourist-based ec->~ 
onomy counties, such as Inyo." Although the 
supervisors had applied for a full exemption, 
Inyo will indeed be included with other Cal¬ 
ifornia counties which, for one reason or an¬ 
other, almost unanimously applied for such 
exemptions. Says Licht: "The governor feels 
it should be a statewide plan, that Californ¬ 
ians should be aware of this problem in a 
critical situation." 

It is the view of Supervisor Richard 
McDonald that the odd-even plan will be very 
unfair for "local people," however. He points 
out that the tourists, who take a considerab¬ 
le share of Inyo's gasoline allocations, can 
drive up to any station on any day and fill 
up simply by proving (presumably with a dri¬ 
ver's license) that they live more than 100 
miles away. The locals on the other hand must 
wait for their "day." 

Not so, says a large sampling of Inyo's 
service station operators. Following the lead 
of their big-city counterparts they say they 
will not enforce the governor's order - and 
although none has said so, the sheriff's men 
probably won't either. 

Many Inyo people , along with the rest 
of the California electorate, feel that Gov¬ 
ernor Brown may have jumped on the energy 
bandwagon when the Iranian crisis cut off oil 
imx^orts from that embattled country. They are 
all-too-aware that Brown, as a presidential 
candidate, may have raised the crisis alarums 
to demonstrate that he has a handle on the e- 
nergy problem. 

The Inyo supervisors had predictably 
asked for a "full exemption" from Brown's or¬ 
der. So had the supervisors of practically 
every other California County, each stating 
what, to them at least, was a logical excuse 
for exemption. McDonald would still get the 
exemption if he could. "I don't want to put 
the gas station owners in a position in which 
they'll be breaking the law." But break the 
law they will, if their words are to be be¬ 
lieved! "I'm not going to do it (observe the 
rationing plan). Not unless somebody comes in 
here and makes me. If there's a real shortage 
of gas. I'll limit sales to 15 gallons. I've 
talked to other dealers and they feel the 
same way." 

At this point at least,the drivers of 
Inyo are not much concerned with odd-even; 
so far, the tourists, their real concern, are 
still driving to Inyo in usual numbers. 


MM-M-M-M....GREAT ! 
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through December 
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complete details. 
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6LIDDEN ENGINEERING 


CORPORATION 

Rt.1, N. Barlow • P.O. Box 84 • Bishop 

Registered Civil Engineers & Licensed Land Surveyors 
Bishop Office 873 - 3086/3085 Mammoth Office 934-3341 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

case, the leaders of the "High Life Church , M 
unwilling to take the profits and happily de¬ 
part, are demanding the the Inyo sheriff*s 
department be held responsible for what they 
call a loss in ticket sales in their big July 
4 boozing -doping-dancing-swinging-rocking 
bash at the mineral springs south of Lone 
Pine called "Dirty Socks." At that "church" 
function, some $18,000 was lost - or so claim 
the church leaders - because sheriff Floyd 
Barton's men turned up to suggest that local 
ticket sellers, including local store owners, 
should not be peddling tickets to the event. 
The church's leaders, Leo Barbarick and Otis 
Reedus, appeared before the board of supervi¬ 
sors to make their claim against the sheriff, 
arguing that "A citizen makes a mistake, he 
pays a fine...and the sheriff's men should 
do the same." Barbarick and Reedus charge the 
sheriff with harassment and interference with 
the summer event at Dirty Socks, which they 
call a "fundraiser." Questioned following 
their board appearance, Reedus and Barbarick 
said "There were 20 or 30 deputies at our 
Fourth of July celebration, about six in uni¬ 
form and the others working undercover." In. 
any case, the board denied their claim on the 
advice of the district attorney - and also 
made a counter-accusation: that Barbarick and 
Reedus violated the county's business and 
professional code by selling beer without a 
license from the liquor control board. "We 
didn't do that , n said Reedus. 

What concerns most officials is the 
"church" status claimed by the two promoters 
of the July 4 event, and the activities at 
the event. (One youth, a motorcyclist, died 
violently in an accident moments after leav¬ 
ing the party.) And some officials think that 
the "High Life Church" of Inyo may in fact be 
a reincarnation of a "church" by the same 
name that sprung up on Huntington Drive in 
the southern California town of Duarte, in 
1972. At that time Barbarick, then 42 years 
old, styled himself "The Ancient Highest Head 
of the Hi Life Church," or so he told offic¬ 
ers who arrested him and several others on 
charges of exhibiting obscene films and lewd 
conduct. In that "bust" - the likes of which 
the local sheriff apparently attempted to a- 
void here last summer - at least one of the 
arrested parties was also charged with inter¬ 
fering with an officer. The "church" had movc 
ed to Duarte from the site of a nude bar on 
Pasadena's Colorado Blvd. Shortly after the 
move to Duarte an $80,000 fire broke out at 
the bar site and officers began a search for 
"a person who was reported fleeing the area." 
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In August of 1972 , the Los Angeles Herald-Ex¬ 
aminer reported that after the "church" moved 
to Duarte it "continued ’services' of nude 
dancing, free beer and 'spiritual guidance." 
The Los Angeles sheriff's department also 
brought other charges against Barbarick - 
operating coin-operated machines without a 
license. 

Some southern California officials at 
Pasadena found the bar operation - and even 
the later "church" operation "legal." Appar¬ 
ently, it had been the operators' policy to 
dispense free beer, etc., along with a girlie 
show, after charging a "donation" at the en¬ 
trance . 

Asked last week what the church's rel¬ 
igious position is, Barbarick said "Well, we 
believe Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross, 
and we believe in Him, but we're a more per¬ 
sonal religion. If people need help or mon¬ 
ey, we try to give it to them. We give people 
what they need." 

Whether Barbarick's tax-exempt organ¬ 
ization is probably a matter of "church" 
definitions, and whether the sheriff's 
men did in fact discourage ticket-sellers 
from peddling tickets to the July 4 "service" 
may be a matter left up to the courts - if 
Barbarick thinks he has a case and if he's 
willing to push it. 

But there was one other factor that may 
have had something to do with loss of ticket 
sales, if any. It came to light early on the 
morning of July 5 when newsmen went to Olan- 
cha to cover the death of the motorcyclist. 
Said one observer: "The show wasn't really 
worth all the fuss - lousy music, noise, dirt 
and the smell of the mineral spring. Who 
needs it? And I've seen better looking women 
in a freak show." 

■ 

CONGRATULATED ON HIS APPOINTMENT as Bishop's 

new city attorney. 
Lawyer Rod Smith said 
"I hope that's in or¬ 
der... I've had some 
mixed reactions. It 
will be a challenge, 
but I hope to serve 
the city in this way." 

And "challenge" 
it may well be. The 
mixed reactions Smith 
received were probab¬ 
ly a blend of congrat¬ 
ulations - and symp¬ 
athy. Of late, lawyer¬ 
ing amid the subtle¬ 
ties of Bishop's mun¬ 
icipal politics and economics has proven to 
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Don’t get caught 
in the herd. 



Shop early. Mail early. 

All those Merry Christmas cards and gifts 
you send won’t mean a thing unless they 
arrive on time. 

That’s why it’s so important to shop 
and mail early. And just as important to 
use right ZIP Codes, standard size en¬ 
velopes, return addresses and write 
clearly. And when you send gifts, 
package them properly. 

Please, don’t prance 
around and wait till the last 
minute, because Christmas 
won’t wait for you. 



Make Christmas merrier. 
Mail early this year. 


We are 

in trouble! 

AN "OFFICIAL" LIE WILL GO TO 
THE LEGISLATURE AS "TRUTH." 

Page 34 of the August 1979 draft report 
by tne State of California Department of 
Water Resources contains the statement 
that it has been decided (officially) 
that tne Owens Valley Basin groundwater 
level does not indicate a traditional 
overdraft of water from the Owens Basin. 

That's the word that the legislators 
will have to base future legislation on, 
if there is no protest. 

And the valley is drying up! Vegetation 
is dying! 

If you disagree with DWR's assessment of 
the situation, which must go before the 
legislature in a final report be¬ 
fore Jan.l, 1980, you must let your view 
be known - NOW' 

Write to Jack S. Coe, DWR Southern Dis¬ 
trict, P0 Box 6598, 849 S. Broadway, 

Los Angeles, Cal. 90055. 


Concerned lf yoy wwlt t0 help m om P rotf,t P* 6 ®*® col,: {Mm 
Citizens Nelson (Box 304) of 938*2308 in Big Pine; write to Box 
Committee 366 in Independence or plione 876*5660 (Box 617) in 
Lone Pine. 


be more of a job than a number of attorneys 
have wanted to handle for very long. And as 
a consequence, the turn-over has been consid¬ 
erable. Smith was asked about that, and he 
said he had talked over the matter with the 
former city attorney, Paul Rudder - and that 
Rudder indicated to him that "the problem" 
had to do with the increased demand on the 
city attorney's time. In Bishop the city at¬ 
torney's job is of necessity a kind of part- 
time job and those who have served in the of¬ 
fice have also had to conduct their private 
law practice, too. Smith will have some help 
in the job; he said that a new lawyer, fresh 
out of the state bar examinations, will join 
Smith's private law office. Smith hopes the 
newcomer, who Smith identified as Frank-Con- 
ner, formerly of Barstow, will handle some of 
the workload. 

The City of Bishop pays its legal coun¬ 
sel $1000 per month, plus $60 an hour for ac¬ 
tual litigation time - a fee considered so-so 
by most lawyers. And money may have been the 
problem in the past. As best he could deter¬ 
mine, said Smith, the problems have been "ec¬ 
onomic"; the time required of the attorney 
exceeded the money paid. Does he then hope to 
fill the job for some time? Replied Smith: "I 
always hope to remain in such a position for 
a long time." And does he, as a member of one 
of the county's more prestigious law firms 
(Smith, Buchanan and Smith), have any qualms 
about serving a political body? "We have ser¬ 
ved the hospital board before...That was a 
positive situation...and, well, I look for¬ 
ward to my new position." Smith had earlier 
applied for the spot after Fred Schaefer re¬ 
signed, but the appointment had gone to Rud¬ 
der . 

■ 

FOR MONTHS, AN ONGOING INVESTIGATION has 
failed to turn up any trace of Olancha Ranch¬ 
er Bill Thornburgh - or his remains. And just 
as fruitless has been the search for Thorn¬ 
burgh's son-in-law, Steve Wilson, who has 
been charged with murdering him. Wilson was 
last seen at an Olancha cafe on the morning 
of Thornbugh's disappearance. In an effort to 
update the Thornbugh mystery, News-Letter 
talked to Sheriff Floyd Barton. Said Barton: 
"There's really not much to report. We have 
feelers out (in the search for Wilson), but 
we're not much closer." For some time, Wils¬ 
on was thought to be somewhere around the 
California-Mexico border, but Barton thinks 
now that he has left that area. "I can't 
say," said the sheriff. And although San Di¬ 
ego and Mexican authorities have been help¬ 
ful, neither, apparently, can they. Barton 
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and his investigators may have missed their 
best chance at capturing Wilson - immediate¬ 
ly after the case was reported - when south¬ 
land television outlets,, and the .other Los 
Angeles and San Diego media, procrastinated 
in publishing or showing pictures of the eas- 
ily-recognizable fugitive . As for the case 
against Wilson, Barton says his evidence is 
"excellent." 


PERHAPS NO ONE WAS MORE SHOCKED than 18th 
District Congressman Bill Thomas (Inyo’s rep¬ 
resentative) to see a recent 60 Minutes tele¬ 



vision production exposing million-dollar- 
plus federal loans to "farmers" who obvious¬ 
ly owned millions of dollars in assets . The 
60 Minutes cameras lingered revealingly on 
scenes of Kern County Cadillacs, tennis clubs 
and purebred horses owned by "farmers" living 
in the lap of ostentatious luxury. All had 
claimed losses due to drought and/or a host 
of other problems that - if they and the con¬ 
gressman are to be believed - had pushed them 
nearly to the brink of poverty. And apparent¬ 
ly it was all perfectly legal. Since the 60 
Minutes expose, the federal government sud¬ 
denly wants to tighten up on such loans , and 
part of that problem falls squarely on the 
Kern-Inyo congressman who also happens to be 
a member of the house agriculture committee. 
The congressman agreed to an interview with 
News-Letter 1 s Benett Kessler: 

Question: Do you know any of the farm¬ 
ers shown on the program? 

Thomas: Yes, I know George Nickel, the 
owner of the Rio Bravo Tennis Ranch . Every¬ 
body knows him . I've been to politcal funct- 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 15) 


IF YOU HAVE 
A GUT FEELING 


THAT SOMETHING 
IS WRONG- 


YOU ARE RIGHT! 


Did you ever meet a bureaucrat or 
a politician - particularly the local 
varieties - that would admit to being 
a bureaucrat or a politician? 

Practically everyone tnese days pro¬ 
fesses a disdain for "big government" ana 
government interference in business, but 
in practice in Inyo County many of 
our elected officials are playing the 
same game we find increasingly in 
Washington: the frightening tendency to 
bow to special private minority 
interests• 

They hide their actions behind bureau¬ 
cratic language and the peculiar ambigu¬ 
ities of bureaucratic legaleze. But in 
Inyo County and in some municipal off¬ 
ices, their actions are becoming very 
clear. 


And it's hurting a lot of people in terms 
of housing, jobs, and the economic growth 
that the area clearly needs. The "stop- 
growth" people are in fact the elite 
groups that already "have it made," have 
secure jobs and more-than-adequate hous¬ 
ing. And they, along with the political 
lackeys, hide their true motives behind a 
pretense of "ecological" concern. Not so; 
you'll notice that the projects that the 
in-crowd wants almost always go through. 


If you have a gut feeling that something 
is wrong - you are right! 
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"Regulations" say she must lose her trees and part of her driveway 

As usual t bureaucrats and politicians with the visionary clarity of sages 


Millie Harrah's trees 

SHE FIGHTS A LOSING BATTLE 
AGAINST BUREAU "REGULATIONS“ 

\*/~\ 

f J ontrolled growth’ as argued in a report 
|l .elsewhere in these pages is of course a 

I V^/ matter of definitions - definitions usu- 
jally made according to very personal conven¬ 
iences. For those with other definitions, the 
iconsequences may sometimes be tragic. As one 
jaging Bishop resident will tearfully tell you. 

She is Millie Harrah who as a young woman 
;came to Bishop from England some 60 years ago 
land who, upon her arrival, planted a line of 
I Elm and Maple trees along what she then be- 
llieved to be the border of her property. She 
I paid out $5 each for them. Since then she has 
; watched Bishop's North Sierra Highway area 
grow up around her . So angered was she when 
the new Safeway moved in a short distance a- 
way, she refused to trade there and instead 
walked past it to make her purchases at anot¬ 
her store many blocks away. 

Now the county and the highway depart¬ 
ment bureaucrats want to take her trees away, 
to extend Barlow Lane northward past her cor¬ 


ner. If they have their way, as quite possi¬ 
bly they will, they will uproot her trees and 
even assume proprietorship over part of her 
driveway. Harrah's own supervisor, who in ot¬ 
her issues advocates no-growth policies, sup¬ 
ports the Barlow extension against her. The 
street would serve a new sub-division that is 
going in to the north of her property, prov¬ 
iding not only a street but a four-foot bicy¬ 
cle lane within a kid's-yell of her windows. 
Under the proposal, then, she loses not only 
her trees, but what little privacy remains. 
Too, she feels she will be left exposed to the 
possibilities of traffic crashes . She says a 
number of near-misses have already occurred 
as drivers mistake her driveway for a street 
and run into the trees. 

Her predicament began some weeks ago as 
the developer, the Caltrans people and the 
county road department initiated their first 
studies of what has become "a problem." The 
crux of the matter, predictably, is "regula¬ 
tions” authored by the state's highway dep¬ 
artment. To bypass the trees, the centerline 
of the street extension would have to be off¬ 
set by nearly 10 feet causing a "jog" in Bar- 
low. And that's a Caltrans no-no. Despite the 
fact that stop signs would slow Barlow traf- 
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fic, the bureaucrats claim that north-south 
movement would be endangered. 

But Bob Fisher of the county's own road 
department thinks the trees could be saved if 
the matter were left up to him (It isn't) . He 
says most of the traffic would be turning to 
the left or right anyhow . 

So after all the agonizing, what has 
officialdom concluded? 

For Harrah, the news is all bad - duly 
reported in a certified letter advising her 
what the supervisors had decided. In a nut¬ 
shell, they voted the trees out, the Barlow 
extension in. 

Ms. Harrah's supervisor, H.B. "Lefty" 
Irwin, abandoned his usual no-growth stance. 
Cooly, he advised the other supervisors that 
"Trees can be replaced." He also said that 
"We (the county) cannot jeopardize the safe¬ 
ty of a thousand over (the needs of) one." 

The "one" of course is Ms. Harrah, and 
no matter that Bishop hasn't had "a thousand" 
intersection mishaps in probably the past 15 
years . 

The supervisors voted 3-1 on the issue 
with Johnny Johnson (who often votes human 
and individual needs over bureaucratic regu¬ 
lations) voting the minority view. He argues 
that Bishop already has a number of such off- 
center streets, including one or more of its 
main downtown intersections, and that anoth¬ 
er would make little difference. 

It was proposed - wishful thinking to 
salve the governmental conscience - that af¬ 
ter the trees are uprooted "maybe” some more 
might be planted "later.” Exit reality . 

But would Ms. Harrah, holding the sent¬ 
imental attachments of 60 years, be happy 
with "new" trees? Clearly not. "I think it is 
very wrong," she says wearily. 

And so, probably, it is? Bishop is not 
known for any excess of Maple trees. Not only 
that, but Ms. Harrah rightly argues that the 
land is hers if for no other reason than the 
fact she (or her trees) has occupied it for 
60 uncontested and unquestioned years - a 
fact that a good lawyer might convincingly 
argue. But for now at least the merely human 
considerations must bow to the expedient and 
political ones (Politicians and bureaucrats 
enjoy as always the visionary clarity of sa¬ 
ges) . They are claiming - a convenient tech¬ 
nicality - that years ago Ms. Harrah had in 
fact "encroached" on DWP property. DWP has 
never complained, but now the county has ac¬ 
quired an easement from DWP and the county 
wants the trees out and the new street in. 

As it stands now, Dempsey Construction 
Company may soon move in with its bulldozers 
to uproot the Maples and the Elms which are 


only a few feet from the house. As some small 
consolation Bob Fisher says he will "talk to 
her first." 

Will Ms. Harrah continue her fight? 

She is tired of fighting. She is 87 years 
old. She breaks into tears when discussing 
the matter. 

The question may now well be Can she in 
fact survive the loss of her trees and her 
privacy? 

As plans for the street project proc¬ 
eeded just before Thanksgiving, workmen and 
officials seemed unknowing - or unconcerned - 
about answers to such speculative question¬ 
ing - until: 

On Wednesday the 21st, a Sierra Con¬ 
struction Company crew brought their equip¬ 
ment to the area west of the house. They be- 


(Cont. next page) 
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Trees, Continued 

gan by ripping out a fenceline bordering the 
trees - and Ms. Harrah ran from her home to 
yell - some say to plead - with them. The 
workmen, if not the officials directing them, 
were alarmed at the sight, and the plight, of 
the 87-year-old woman. They stopped work, 
called the sheriff's office and left. A sher¬ 
iff's patrol car went to the scene, followed 
later by Sheriff Floyd Barton himself. Ms. 
Harrah said later that the sheriff "just 
looked" at the property markers with her son, 
Peter, and that "he talked" to her. The con¬ 
tent of that conversation went unreported, 
but it appeared that Ms. Harrah may have 
found a sympathizer in the person of the top 
law enforcement officer of the county. 

In any case, as the month drew to a 
close. Bob Fisher said "the whole thing will 
now go back to the board (of supervisors) to 
see what they want to do next." Fisher added 
that before the work crew went to pull down 
the trees, "it had been understood that she 
had resigned herself to the situation." 

Not likely, now or later. And the ball 
is back in the court of the politicians and 
the bureaucrats. ■ 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS-LETTER: 878-2381 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ions at the Tennis Ranch...and to fundraisers 
for tennis . I also met Sig Hoffman once. 

Question: How long had you known there 
might be a problem with these loans? 

Thomas: I knew that individuals had re¬ 
ceived loans based on financial failures. 

They were not small-time. Most of these peop¬ 
le, if they hadn't gotten the loans, would 
virtually have gone out of business . It was 
a period of natural disaster. There were ov¬ 
er two hundred loans issued in Kern County 
within one year, and there had been no loans 
in the three years before that . They were 
hurting. And now, since the 60 Minutes show , 
the government wants to tighten up on operat¬ 
ional loans . This means that if a farmer were 
given a multi-million-dollar loan , his paying 
it back would be jeopardized by not following 
it up with an operational loan . 

Q: But isn't it true that there were 
farmers in Kern County who were already weal¬ 
thy, but got government money anyway? 

Thomas: That's not my understanding . 
There was no collusion or fraud in my area. 

Q: Well, isn't it true that the rules 
on farm home loans are lax? 

Thomas: The rules are perhaps not as 
precise and decisive as they might be. 

The congressman said that he knew of no 
similar "farm home" loans made to Inyo. County 
ranchers. During the drought years they suf¬ 
fered equally as much as the Kern people, if 
not moreso, due to the burden of DWP's con¬ 
trol of water. The millions of dollars in 
loans came to light when one of Kern's less 
affluent farmers blew the whistle on his 
wealthy neighbors. Not lost upon some observe 
ers was the possibility that a loan recipient 
might possibly juggle his finances in such a 
way as to get a low interest federal loan and 
reinvest it in either a high-interest account 
(thus taking a profit), or in high-yield in¬ 
vestments of another kind. Thomas, with the 
pressure of the prestigious 60 Minutes show 
looking into his district, said a senate and 
house conference committee would be looking 
into the matter "soon." None of the "farmers" 
on the show were among those listed on Thomas' 
list of campaign donors. 

And the congressman had other issues to 
deal with. Kessler turned to the issue of I- 
ran ? 

Q? What are your feelings on the Iranian 
ordeal? 

Thomas: Initially, I wanted to keep qui¬ 
et about it. There are a lot of political e- 

gos involved; all could have used this situa- 

(See News Briefs, Page 29) 
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The (legal) flight 
from Mono 


LEGAL STRATEGIES 
AND A FEISTY MONO 
JUDGE MAY HAVE 
FAR-REACHING EFFECT 
ON THE OUTCOME OF 
THE MONO LAWSUIT 



Photo: Benett Kessler 


suppose,' said Mono Superior Judge Harry Roberts in an unexpected moment of ref¬ 
lective candor, "that they may have been afraid of me." -And so in fact "they," 

1 that is the Department of Water and Power lawyers, just may well be. And why not? 
In the issue of the Mono Lake lawsuit filed originally in Roberts' court at Bridgeport the 
defendant, DWP, would prefer to have the suit heard far from the environs of Mono County 
where anger runs high in matters relating to the encroaching water company. 


The Los Angeles lawyers quickly moved to 
have the suit removed from Roberts* bailiwick 
and, if possible, as far away from his perme¬ 
ative influence as the law - or Roberts him¬ 
self - would allow. Roberts granted the mot¬ 
ion, alright, but with what appears to be a 
catch-22 element: He only moved it to Alpine 
County where now the case rests until March 
or April. The judge's implication is that he 
wants the case to move along without any un¬ 
due delays that might be created by DWP's 
maneuvering lawyers. Their requested change 
of venue from Mono County was in effect, an 
effort to avoid what DWP calls "local bias 
and prejudice" - an accusation against Judge 
Roberts himself, or so would be the implica¬ 
tion since no jury is involved and therefore 
Roberts would have heard the case. 

And a little nervousness on the part of 
the DWP legal department may be well justif¬ 
ied. Roberts has a clear picture of the situ¬ 
ation covered in the lawsuit and has no hes¬ 
itation in laying it out for reporters : "The 
point in this suit," he says, "is that you 
may acquire water rights, but that does not 
mean you acquire the right to pollute the at¬ 
mosphere and damage the ecology ,. .That's the 
issue. " 

Strong words coming from a judge involv¬ 
ed in a suit, even though they were stated af¬ 
ter the issue was taken from his court. The 
Mono case charges, or rather questions, DWP's 


rights to the waters that once fed Mono Lake. 
The lack of those waters flowing into the 
lake has created nothing less than an ecolog¬ 
ical disaster of monumental proportions, a 
fact visible to anyone familiar with the lake, 
including Judge Roberts who for years has liv¬ 
ed and worked in the immediate area. 

Although the judge's view of the case 
- which was expressed only after he had al¬ 
lowed the change of venue - does not necess¬ 
arily indicate bias in a legal decision, the 
DWP people were taking no chances and the 
case now goes to Judge Hillary Cook at Alpine. 
DWP would have preferred a docket setting e- 
ven further removed - as far as San Diego - 
but Roberts was having none of that; witness¬ 
es are within 150 miles as it is now. 

And what would happen if DWP strateg¬ 
ists attempt to move the case from Cook's ju¬ 
risdiction? Or to ask for a judge other than 
Cook? Ironically, there are just so many jud¬ 
ges assigned to this area - and the case then 
might conceivably land right back in front of 
Judge Roberts. In speaking with him, one gets 
the impression that he might like that. 

Meanwhile, as DWP's lawyers cast around 
hoping to find a court and a judge more to 
their own prejudicial thinking, some Los An¬ 
geles officials have moved to the attack on 
the political front. 

Among these recently was City Council- 
woman Joy Picus who, in a letter to the Los 
----- 
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Angeles Times, sounded suspiciously like she 
may have had more than a little coaching from 
the Department of Water and Power public rel¬ 
ations office : "The Interagency Task Force 
(a group making studies of the Mono situat¬ 
ion) has ignored the statewide implications 
of Mono Lake water use and simply dumped the 
problem into L.A.'s lap at the expense of 
its citizens . 

"Environmentalists contend we can save 
Mono Lake by conserving water. It is not that 
easy . We would have to return to the manda¬ 
tory controls placed on us two years ago dur¬ 
ing the drought. I wonder how many people in 
Los Angeles are willing to drastically alter 
their life styles in hopes that their sacri¬ 
fices will improve Mono Lake’s environment 
while adjoining communities (She refers, pre¬ 
sumably, to Mono and Inyo communities) con¬ 
tinue their wasteful ways." 

How many indeed? And, so far as Inyo- 
Mono people are concerned, who cares? Most 
of the local communities see Los Angeles as 
an obscenely overgrown, over-sybaritic meg¬ 
alopolis anyhow. And in fact the people and 
organizations that filed the suit specific¬ 
ally stated that a little conservatism with 
our water may well be in order for those in 
L.A. who routinely hose down their streets 
while Inyo-Mono suffers dust storms for the 
lack of moisture. 

These and other issues will be consid¬ 
ered in the Mono lawsuit. And the suit itself 
may well have far-reaching consequences for 
other areas that labor under the heels of 
big-city utility companies. 

Little wonder then that the DWP lawyers 
employ all the delaying tactics available and 
that they'd like a "sure-thing" judge. 


Mono Judge 
Harry Roberts 

"They may have 
been afraid of 
me . " 
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“Greasing the skids”? 

TO THE DELIGHT OF LOCAL BUYERS, DWP FINALLY AUCTIONS OFF SOME REAL ESTATE. 

P ublic Broadcasting Service had a crew there , Channel 7 was there, and more than 200 
people were there. By any measure it was an event : The Department of Water and Power 
was, after all, delivering on its promise to sell some of its land and building hold¬ 
ings in the Owens Valley, more than $600,000 worth as it turned out. 

They gathered in the sun at the rear of the old DWP building at Independence to bid 
on a dozen or so residential and commercial lots and buildings located (and brightly mark¬ 
ed in Day-glo signs prior to the sale) from Lone Pine to Big Pine, with a lot at Lee Vin- 
ing thrown in. The department’s boss in the Owens Valley, James Wickser, mounted a plat¬ 
form and took up a microphone? it was perhaps his first ’’public" appearance in the past 
three years in which he was not the visible target of anger thrown at the DWP. The crowd 
was receptive, happy, applauding even, and if DWP had been looking for a "public relat¬ 
ions" ploy, they'd found a ringer. 

As it turned out "everything" was sold at prices at or above minimum, and no one was 
complaining about a lack of bargains in these days of inflated real estate costs. Example: 

Rogers Market property at Lone Pine, a steal at $64,000, which 
ey of Lone Pine (inset, lower right). Tobey will upgrade the 
it with Rod Ayres (in * photo with Tobey) , and possibly open 
venture that may mSk also include Don Joseph, a local re- 


The sale of the old 
went to Nason Tob- 
building and share 
a store in a joint 
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Wickser was elated, and told reporters that he was especially happy over the fact 
that most of the lots went to "private, local people," rather than to the speculators that 
usually turn up for such auctions. (One young woman, a mother of three and divorced, was 
able to purchase a three-bedroom house at Independence with the help of some local back¬ 
ing.) There were cheers and applause as the lots and houses went one by one to friends and 
neighbors. The terms were standard: 10% down (often handled in hard cash as in the picture 
immediately below), and with full payment to follow escrow in about 60 days or more. 

Wickser said there may be further lot sales - perhaps of as many as 96 lots in Inyo, 
if the plan is okayed by the Los Angeles City Council. Wickser happily told reporters (and 
only a few cynics thought he was kidding) that "the success of the sale will 

grease the skids for the next sale." Inyoans will wait and see. 
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Buyer 

Frederick Weals 


10% down in a 
public relations 
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“Growth” and definitions of “control” 

THE ISSUE BEGAN WITH A NEIGHBORHOOD SPAT OVER A COMPANY'S MODEST EXPANSION. SO FAR, 
THE COMPANY HAS WON. BUT NOW THE OPPONENTS WANT A FULL-BLOWN "GROWTH" INITIATIVE. 


F or now at least - perhaps until the holidays are over and everyone can get back into 
name-calling, or into court - the "growth" issue is just hanging there. In this, the 
county’s most significant and nagging controversy, there has arisen a polarization but 
as yet no clear-cut dichotomy. There are the "anti-growthers," the "pro-growthers" and then 
a larger majority of disinterested parties standing at the sidelines and wondering a little 
whether a small county suffering under the pervasive presence of megalopolitan power, DWP, 
can afford to divide itself in such a squabble anyway, 
it stood at month's end, the 


As it stood at month's end, the "pro¬ 
growth" camp had scored an easy and almost- 
predictable victory over the other team. A 
court had turned down a "no-growth" faction 
lawsuit that sought an injunction that would 
have ended the expansion plans of a small lo¬ 
cal manufacturer of plastic components. That 
decision left the complainants sweatily fret¬ 
ful and trying to decide if after all an ap¬ 
peal may be worth the attorney's fees. And 
nobody in that camp is saying what the next 
move may, or may not, be. 

Since last summer, the issue has escal¬ 
ated from what some call a "personal vendet¬ 
ta" into a county-wide concern. In the growth 
camp are aligned a mixed-bag of business com¬ 
munity members with varied view, the "working 
people" whose jobs may depend on economic de¬ 
velopment , and consumers who are coming to 
enjoy a broader range of options as the coun¬ 
ty, particularly Bishop, "grows." In the 
business community there are those who favor 


strongly the advent of non-polluting industry 
but who at the same time are scared into a 
gulping silence at the prospect of other com¬ 
peting retailers moving in. 

Standing in roughly-defined opposition 
to all of these are a number of home owners 
(the conservatives of the now-that-we-are- 
here-you-can-close-the-gate variety) who now 
find themselves uncomfortably aligned with 
those who in other issues might be accurate¬ 
ly labeled "liberals" - the ecology types, 
bureaucrats and others who generally pale at 
the sight of a rock, twig or lizard being 
removed from its primordial resting place. 

Collectively, the anti-growthers have 
tunneled themselves into ranks marching under 
the recently-unfurled banner of "The Inyo 
County Property Owners Association." Of late, 
that organization has shown itself to be of 
a surprising vit ^^j^ality and attracting 
an in creasing^ number of adher¬ 

ents . 


Cal-Tron's Dan Pool 
and attorney Peter 
Tracy 
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Each camp claims - with some justific¬ 
ation as it turns out - to represent the ma¬ 
jority of Inyo thinking. In mid-November, 
Eastern Sierra News Service, attempting to 
get some accurate view of the issue, initia¬ 
ted and monitored a county-wide opinion poll. 
More than 200 calls were made - more than 
enough in a county of 17,000-plus to arrive 
at a concensus - and although the views were 
to some degree mixed, a vast majority was 
shown to hold a strong pro-growth sentiment. 
On the other hand, that same majority show¬ 
ed a strong tendency to want "some controls" 
on that growth. In that view, they expressed 
essentially the same idea indicated in a 
county census poll two years ago. (See box) 

The problem lately has been in defin¬ 
ing "control." Some elements would use the 
term to control, if possible, a lot of things 
up to and including even the "economic level" 
of people moving into the county , According 
to who defines it, it could lead to a kind 
of elitism at its shameful worst. 

The pro-growth elements on the other 
hand range from the fast and loose interpre¬ 
tation (no restrictions whatever), to limit¬ 
ations only on polluting industry and on 
home building that, might create "urban blight 
or tract houses." 

And all parties are confused in the 
matter of the county's hopelessly inadequate 
General Plan. The general plan problem - an¬ 
other pressing issue - rests squarely in the 
laps of the supervisors and with the county 
administrator who, even though complaining 
privately, procrastinated for years in the 
firing of the county's ineffectual planning 
director. Only now is the update on the plan 
beginning to take shape. 

Loss of the injunction suit 
may have taken at least some of 
the wind out of the home owners' I 
sails. They had chosen as their 
first target - politically an 
unfortunate choice - Bishop's 
popular Cal-Tron Corporation in 
the Dixon Lane area. Cal-Tron, 
contrary to some home owners' 
charges, was and is a well-lik¬ 
ed member of the county's bus¬ 
iness community. It is also a 
veritable model of the type of 
industry that most small towns 
give their eye teeth for. Cal- 
Tron and its owner, Dan Pool, 
hold a solid and envi¬ 
able record: A non¬ 
polluting operation »*■*«*•&?* 

Photos: Benett Kessler . ^ 


that hires numbers of people - many of whom 
might be otherwise considered as unemploy¬ 
able. Cal-Tron gets rave reviews from the 
county's employment office because, as some 
employment office workers aver, he goes out 
of his way to take the "tough cases." And he 
trains them, providing jobs for significant 
numbers who might without Cal-Tron remain 
trapped in the county dole . Among these are 
a number of handicapped people, etc. Furth¬ 
ermore , the company tends to avoid layoffs 
even when the incoming orders are lagging - 
a point of honor with Pool. 

Earlier in the year Pool announced his 
plan to expand Cal-Tron. His property includ¬ 
ed two parcels of land adjoining his present 
plant, one to the west, another to the north. 
Pool was counting on an earlier county prom¬ 
ise to the effect that if he ever wanted to 
expand he could in fact make such an expans¬ 
ion without undue bureaucratic opposition. So 
much for promises from the county. 

The "north" parcel of land fronting on 
Dixon Lane was his choice. First-off the 
county put him through a costly red-tape mill 
and the spin-off from that conflict signalled 
alarums in the Dixon Lane neighborhood. Res¬ 
idents raised a cry - no matter that most of 
them had moved into the area after Cal-Tron 
was long established. One nearby homeowner in 
particular directed the battle that would in 
following months carry him to nothing less 
than the presidency of the home owners assoc¬ 
iation. He is Ward "Andy" Anderson who lives 
quite literally across the street from Cal- 
Tron . Anderson, when not pressing the no¬ 
growth is sue • serves in Bishop as 
the dir '/ ' v i.i > ector of an Indian agen — 
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cy. He lives comfortably with a seeming con¬ 
tradiction in the fact that the county's In- 
dian tribal leaders, under whose direction 
he works, push energetically for "growth": 
for housing, small industry, jobs, etc, But 
the Indian reservations would be affected in 
no way, whatever the outcome of current bat¬ 
tles over growth; county regulations and zon¬ 
ing do not apply to Indian lands and affairs. 

Anderson and the property owners assoc¬ 
iation demanded at several public hearings 
that Cal-Tron expand to the west if at all, 
presumably because a structure west of the 
present site would present a lower industri¬ 
al-look profile there than one fronting on 
Dixon Lane. It would also be more or less out 
of sight from Anderson's own property located 
generally east of Cal-Tron. For that reason 
some of Anderson's critics, including some 
members of the property owners group, priv¬ 
ately have accused him of launching a "per¬ 
sonal vendetta" against Cal-Tron. 

In any case they took the issue to the 
court basing their case on Inyo's lack of an 
updated general plan, and in this action they 
went beyond the question of Cal-Tron's north 
or west expansion? indeed they demanded a 
complete county-wide moratorium on all cons¬ 
truction. They named Cal-Tron in particular 


and also threw in a block against a condomin¬ 
ium project off Bishop's West Line Street - 
the Martin condominium. 

And along the way, the property owners 
picked up - or had never lost - some powerful 
support from the courthouse : Inyo Supervisor 
H.B. "Lefty" Irwin who had previously served 
as the property owners' guiding light. At or 
near election time Irwin had promised to dis¬ 
engage from the organization and its activit¬ 
ies . Making much political hay of the act, he 
resigned from its presidency. He told the lo¬ 
cal press that his resignation would void a- 
ny possible conflict of interest. 

So much for political pronouncements; 
it came to light - recently leaked to the 
press by a property owners member - that at a 
ICPOA meeting Irwin had offered to donate no 
less than $1000 to a legal fund to fight the 
growth and expansion issues. 

With copies of the minutes of the meet¬ 
ing floating around, Irwin admitted making 
the offer, but denied that it was for the 
reason given in the minutes, that is for the 
purpose of defeating the. Martin project. He 
also said that in his offer he specified that 
it not be earmarked for the Cal-Tron suit. 
Both Anderson and Irwin deny that the donat¬ 
ion was ever actually made. 
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Donation or not, the revelation of the minutes 
of the meeting showed with ample clarity where Irwin 
stands in the matter of one of his district 's import¬ 
ant industries . And it became equally clear that Pool 
was bucking a county bureaucracy solidly backed by a 
supervisor aligned squarely against him. 

The court, however, was not. The lawsuit proved 
to be a weak one since , as Judge Don Chapman pointed 
out in denying the injunction, Pool had in fact lived 
up to all the land-use demands and zoning regulations 
of the area in question. Stalemate. 

Frustrated by the court's decision which in 
effect gives Pool the go-ahead to do with his land 
whatever he chooses, the ICPOA members continue 
with other plans: nothing less than a ballot ini¬ 
tiative that regulates and limits all growth in 
the county, including "economic growth." Although 
a rough draft of their proposal implies planned 
housing for all economic levels, there remains 
the fact of Inyo County's already-limited living 
space. The anti-growth advocates have shown them¬ 
selves to be firmly against any and all high-density 
projects - apartments, condominiums, etc. So with 
minimum area to be built upon, what's left for moder¬ 
ate- or limited-income groups? Pro-growth advocates 
hoo-haw the plan and they have turned up with the catch 
all phrase: "Snobs, not jobs" for Inyo County. A carb¬ 
on copy, no less, of Mono's "planning" which turned 
out to be highly exclusivist and also created a situa¬ 
tion in which jobs were going begging since workers 
had no place to live. 

Although the initiative idea has yet to get off j 
the ground, or even to be clearly defined (Anderson j 
and the property owners are laboring through a number 
of contradictions on this), the no-growth supporters 
in and out of ICPOA have so far managed to block 
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county - and in Bishop. Hardest-hit have been 
the builders and developers who otherwise 
might now be hard at work providing at least 
some of the county's much-needed housing. 

But in the legislative and regulative halls 
of the county's, and Bishop's/ governing bod- 
bodies, officials are taking a wait-and-see 
position; not until they know clearly which 
way the wind is blowing (and it's currently 
blowing a lot from both directions), will 
many of them vote for any proposed projects. 
As a consequence a number of projects , in¬ 
cluding some condominium construction, is 
hanging fire, and when approved later (as 
probably they will be) the buyers will pay a 
much higher price. 

So blatantly political has the growth 
issue become that at a recent meeting of the 
Bishop City Council, the councilmen complete¬ 
ly reversed themselves in voting on a proj¬ 
ect - this in the time-span of a single meet¬ 
ing . 

Lacking leadership in both the court¬ 
house and city hall the issue flounders. It 
has become questionable whether the current 
roster of officials is capable of leading 
the valley to an intelligently controlled 
growth. There is not so much evidence of mal- 

(See GROWTH, Page 26) 
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GROWTH, Continued 


and Martin and others are now left out in the 


feasance as there is of nonfeasance, a seem¬ 
ing inability to make positive decisions . 

The builders meanwhile cast around for 


cold, victims of a rigid conservatism that 
blocks all that they would do. Not so; other 
elements are at work, though not so loudly 


work and plan layoffs. perhaps as the anti-growth groups. It was 

The implication appears to be that pool learned late in the month that a number of 


The News-Letter "Growth" Survey 

From a sampling of 201 households reached by telephone, 115 respondents stated a 
desire for "controlled" growth; 28 want no controls or limitations on growth; 14 hope 
for "no growth." Another group of 44 had "no opinion." 

In an effort to define "control," the surveyors asked "What is your definition of 
"control?" And in response, these were the answers: 59 had no opinion; 42 expressed a 
wish for control of "condominiums"; 32 wanted control put on "government" growth; 23 
want control of "heavy" industry; None (0) said they want control of "light" industry, 
but 5 responded to the effect that they want control on "all" industry. Another group 

of 10 want controls on "all business" in general; 14 expressed a wish to stop DWP's 

growth; and none (0) want control of construction of single-family residences. 

The surveyors also asked if Inyo householders think that "growth" is now being 
handled "properly." In answer, 79 had no opinion; 67 said no; 55 said yes. Citizens in 
the Bishop area only were asked if growth is handled properly there. In that group 37 

replied yes; 53 replied no; and 47 had no opinion. 

To avoid the possibility of bias on the part of the surveyors assigned to the 
poll, the news service required them to list called numbers beside the answers given 
and listed on survey forms - this for a later check-back sampling to assure accuracy. 
Answers were later found to be accurately recorded. 
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business people were collecting a war fund. 

Too, the Bishop Chamber of Commerce went on 
record firing off a strong letter to Dick En¬ 
gel, one of the supervisors who had question¬ 
ed Irwin’s seeming conflict of interest with 
the property owners. 

To Engel and to the board of supervis¬ 
ors, the chamber made perfectly clear that 
its members are "in favor of the successful 
type of growth...such as we have been exper¬ 
iencing during the past twenty or so years," 
and that what it called "a controlled growth 
situation already exists...in the Owens Val¬ 
ley which has served us well through the 
years." The chamber called attention to the 
fact that the Los Angeles Department of Wat¬ 
er and Power is largely responsible for that 
"control" by owning as it does some 94% of 

the valley’s land area. 

And where does the majority of Inyoans 
stand in the "growth" issue? They are for it, 
as a poll taken in mid-November plainly ind¬ 
icates . The telephone poll, sponsored and 
monitored by Eastern Sierra News Service, in¬ 
cluded calls to just over 200 county resi¬ 
dents with a more-or-less equal sampling al¬ 
ong lines of population scattered from south¬ 
ern Inyo to Bishop. Two hundred samplings in 
a county of 17,000-plus is considered rela¬ 
tively accurate , probably to an error allow¬ 
ance of less than 2% (National polls include 
only a few thousand calls in millions), and 
the news service wished to hold the error 
margin well within the demands of ABA (Amer¬ 
ican Broadcasting Association) ratings marg¬ 
ins , 

The poll results (See box on opposite 
page) provide, in some ways, a disturbing 
revelation : A lot of people have "no opinion 
which of itself is not bad - but the survey- 
takers reported after three days of calls 
what they saw as either "apathy" or "lack of 
information" about the issue. It is assumed 
that in the months to come those others more 
opinionated will be wooing the silent major¬ 
ity in hopes of bringing them to this or thati 
side. The property owners association hopes » 
to have its initiative on a June ballot - on 
ly seven months away. 

It is far more than an "ecology" or 
"lifestyle" issue. It will be for most Inyo 
people a bread-and-butter matter, the out¬ 
come of which may have long-term effects on 
the county’s economy.■ 
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At Lone Pine, a school teacher 
watches helplessly as 
his home burns down 


He had just buried the two family dogs overcome by smoke, 
a son had managed to save a few items scattered outside 
at the rear of the house (a mobile home with some perman¬ 
ent add-ons), and now, as the firemen fought vainly to 
hold the fire to one end of the place, Frederick "Bill" 

Tindall could do little more than stand on a stack of 
boards, brace himself against a strong cold wind and watch 
the conflagration. 

It had been hopeless from the start. Nobody was home when 
the blaze broke out and although the firemen were quick to 
respond, they labored under two serious handicaps typical 
to firemen in California - high, dry winds and a shortage 
of water. More than once they appeared to have the fire 
under control, but the water ran out as gusts of wind came 
up. During one tense moment, the firemen were forced to 
retreat when it seemed the wind might actually cause 
the home to explode. Within minutes, the structure burned 
to the ground and Forest Service personnel - along with 
other volunteers and even a telephone company serviceman - 
fought a brush fire started by the original fire. They did 
manage to save another small house a block away. 

Late in the week the fire's origin was still undetermined. 

What was the Tindall family loss? "Everything," said 
Tindall who had been called away from his classroom at Lone 
Pine High School where he is a teacher, and the Tindalls faced 
a grim Thanksgiving holiday. 

At Independence, another mobile home was tost under 
strikingly similar circumstances. See Page 31. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

tion. But the point is, as ABC reminds us, 
t's Day No. 25; it's been four weeks without 
resolution. 1 1 11 be looking carefully at 
the president tonight. 

Q : What do you think the chances are of 
them returning the hostages? 

Thomas: Once the blacks and the females 
left, the chances of the others were lessened 
considerably. 

Q: Do you think that some of those who 
left should have stayed? 

Thomas : I would have loved to have seen 
at least one Marine stay there; it would have 
meant a lot to this country. 


home 

FOR SALE 


154 Pangborn 
Lone Pine 


2-6EQR00M, 1-BATH HOUSE ON 61x135 LOT 

Hew carpeting, drapes, new kitchen 
flooring, new paint inside ana out. 
Woodstove heating. 10 fruit trees, gar¬ 
den area, tool shed, deep-pit barbecue. 
Water rights with land. 

$49,500 


In further talking to Kessler, the con¬ 
gressman said that he's seriously considering 
co-sponsoring a resolution that would give 
the Iranians a time limit. "Then we would 
take concerted military action," he said. The 
representative then touched, inadvertently 
perhaps , on an issue important to the Owens 
Valley. And in a separate story. Reporter 
Kessler reports on that as follows: 


A SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CONGRESSMAN has been 
circulating among house members in Washington 
a letter in which he asks their support in 
opposing the findings of the Mono Lake Task 
Force. (See story. Page 16) 

It came to light that Congressman Jim 
Corman, a Democratic representative for the 
San Fernando area, had been requested by the 
Department of Water and Power to attempt to 
solicit congressional support in their fight. 

Corman himself was not available for 
comment, but a spokesperson in his office, 
Bishop native Colleen Moll, told the news 
service that "the whole California delegation 
met with DWP officials at a luncheon hosted 
by the DWP a couple of weeks ago. The DWP 
wanted to have more than one representative 
on the Task Force." 

The letter from Corman - written to the 
secretary of the interior, Cecil Andrus, re¬ 
quests that Andrus take a look at what Moll 
called "the whole situation." The letter is 
said to suggest that although there are "en¬ 
vironmental concerns" at the lake, "we be¬ 
lieve the Task Force suggestions are not a 
reasonable solution." The letter goes on to 
say that Corman (urged on probably by DWP) 
believes that there may be "serious" water 
shortages ahead - and that a halt to DWP di¬ 
versions of water from Mono Lake would "ag¬ 
gravate problems with energy and water." Us¬ 
ing the energy crisis as excuse to continue 
a drain on the lake's sources, Corman takes 
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DWP figures to claim that a million barrels 
of oil would be required to replace lost hy¬ 
dro-electric power - which, conveniently as 
a lever for DWP, would apparently go against 
the nation's policy for oil and energy. The 
letter does support "further studies" for 
the Mono basin, and requests a meeting with 
Secretary Andrus. There is some speculation 
that Corman will push for a meeting between 
Andrus and the California delegation. 

DWP's congressional luncheon was held 
on Capitol Hill, in a special dining room. 

DWP's top boss, Lou Winnard, was said to have 
flown to Washington for the event, and it 
was reported he came loaded with maps, charts, 
reports - the statistics that may be impress¬ 
ive in Washington, but which for years have 
been seriously questioned in the Inyo-Mono 
area. Another serious question about the DWP 
luncheon - on Capitol Hill a costly affair - 
and the expenses for the DWP officials, is 
the question of who finally pays for it all. 
Los Angeles and Inyo power and water custom¬ 
ers , recently plagued with exhorbitant bills, 
probably have a few ideas on that. 

a 

AS IF DWP WASN'T GETTING ITS SHARE of legal 
problems - problems well-deserved in the view 
of most Inyoans - there may be new ones in 
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store. It was revealed late last week that 
Inyo officials want DWP to stop exporting 
water to L.A. from the Bishop area. Further, 
the DWP will be asked to "make restitution" 
for the water it has allegedly exported il¬ 
legally, some 200,000 acre-feet, from the so- 
called Bishop Cone, a subterranean reservoir 
allotted to Bishop for its exclusive use . In 
a letter to Paul Lane of DWP, the Inyo super* 
visors report of their discussions in a clos¬ 
ed session last week. The supervisors had 
talked at that time with District Attorney L. 
H. "Buck" Gibbons and Special County Counsel 
Antonio Rossmann who appeared with County 
Hydrologist Phil Williams and Planner Randy 
Pestor. The supervisors' letter pulled no 
punches : "It is apparent to us that the con¬ 
tinued export of water produced by the dep¬ 
artment's wells on the Bishop Cone constit¬ 
utes a violation of the Hillside Injunction 
entered by the Inyo County Superior Court on * 
August 21, 1941." 

That injunction prohibits Los Angeles 
from "pumping or extracting groundwater from 
the area except for the beneficial use of 
lands in the Cone area." The injunction was 
the final outcome of a nine-year battle wag¬ 
ed by a number of Bishop citizens back in 
the 1930's. The letter continued: "Regret- 
ably, the pumping and flow of water from your 
wells on the Cone has caused a decline in the 
water table in the surrounding area. Accord¬ 
ingly, the board requests that the depart¬ 
ment take immediate action to cap the flowing 
wells and to cease extraction from the pump¬ 
ing wells, without reduction in irrigation 
deliveries or increase in other valley 


groundwater extractions." 

As for "restitution," the letter tells 
DWP's Lane that the local officials will ask 
for "local input" on just how DWP might rep¬ 
ay it's illegal extraction of Bishop's wat¬ 
er. Said Phil Williams who for two years has 
been investigating Inyo groundwater situati~ 
ons:"It has been shown so vividly that even 
the wells designed for pumping for irrigat¬ 
ion are actually used for export to L.A." 
Williams believes that discovery of the in¬ 
junction's violation may have still farther- 
reaching implications involving the EIR suit 
against DWP. At week's end, DWP officials 
had no time to respond to the letter's con¬ 
tent . 

■ 

FOLLOWING THEIR EXECUTIVE SESSION with the 
county's lawyers, the supervisors - this time 
speaking in open session - authorized Gibbons 
and Rossmann and Hydrologist Williams to con¬ 
tract with a firm to "prepare a study for the 
feasibility of enacting a groundwater ordin¬ 
ance , and to prepare a sample groundwater or¬ 
dinance ...with funds to be paid from the 
board of supervisors' budget." The simple ac¬ 
tion may have far-reaching effect on current 
county-DWP relations. The board had announc¬ 
ed last summer that it has the power to pass 
a groundwater ordinance that would in effect 
give the county government almost total con¬ 
trol over the waters under the Owens Valley. 
Other counties have successfully passed such 
ordinances, although it is almost certain 
that DWP would appeal such an ordinance if 
enforced here. 




Another one... 

The Independence 
reservation has 
no hydrant; when 
the water ran 
out, firemen r s 
hoses lay limp, 
and another dis¬ 
traught house¬ 
holder watched 
as he lost ev¬ 
erything he had . 
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Dick and Hetty Wischnef enjoy "jail." To find out why, see Notes from B.K. 
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SHERIFF FLOYD BARTON may be reconsidering his election-time statement 
to the effect that he will retire after this term; In the midst of a 
lot of speculation over who may replace him he now says that he "has 
not made up his mind yet." Face it, there's still a lot of time (1982) 

- or so it would seem to most people. But politicians have to plan ahead. When word got a- 
round that Barton may retire, a few interested parties began looking around for a replace¬ 
ment, with more than a little consideration being given Bishop Police Chief Fred Coburn. 
Coburn says he "had a lot of calls" about it, but he feigned surprise over all the atten¬ 
tion . 

•k k ★ 


A FEW PEOPLE are further muddying up the water issue: They would have DWP return (by pur¬ 
chase of course) the water systems to the various communities for local ownership and op¬ 
eration. But the mere fact that DWP is interested in the proposal, and in some ways push¬ 
ing it, makes the idea highly suspect. According to the best input we've gotten over the 
past three years, I can only conclude that it's a bum idea. DWP has the know-how, the 
technology and, most important, the money to make things run smoothly. I think the prop¬ 
er approach is to bring them to heel, get them under firm control and make them go to work 
for us. DWP, like any other agency, should be made to know that it should work in the role 
of servant of the people, not master. 

* * ★ 


DON'T KID YOURSELF; DWP IS ON A MONEY - NOT SERVICE - TRIP. For instance, three years or 
so past, the water-power people were doing us a big favor by putting in a visitors’ cent¬ 
er south of Lone Pine. At the opening ceremonies, all the local big-wigs made speeches a- 
bout how great this all was. What they didn't tell us at the time was that the various a- 
gencies that support it would be laying out more than $10,000 per year for rent . Tax mon¬ 
ey, of course, your’s and mine . A story about that elsewhere in these pages. I think we 
can't afford many "favors" from DWP. 

** ★ 

AT A BISHOP NIGHTSPOT A COVER CHARGE BROUGHT DOWN THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, and 
would you believe that? Mule City owner Ray Zakar had been charging the local stags a dol¬ 
lar to get into the dance area, but the ladies were admitted freeBut Bishop's Phil Hack- 
et was angered by this "discrimination against women," as he called it. So he fired off a 
letter of complaint to the ACLU. Back came a letter from ACLU to Zakar advising him to cut 
out this sexist policy, pointing out that such discrimination is against the law. Okay, 

says Zakar, so why not? And now the women are having to ante up a dollar, too. 

* * * 

MY PERSONAL THANKS TO LOYAL SUBSCRIBERS . All but about three hung in there while we went 
through the legal steps to get the printing press we contracted for. The contract was sign¬ 
ed, sealed - and paid - in mid-July. Now, finally, months later, we're back in business. 
Not one person in the county has asked for a return of subscription money. Unbelievablel 
We'll try to live up to your faith in us. Incidentally, you'll find a better, probably 
bigger - and certainly a sharper - edition next time. Learning the ropes on all these new 
processes is a problem - another one - that we hadn't counted on. 

** * 

SO WHATEVER HAPPENED TO OUR FORMER PLANNING DIRECTOR, DOUG SHERBURNE? Soon after he was 
fired, he got a job in Orange County. Word has it that he is now the division head for cur 

rent planning for the City of Irvine. we could never find evidence that he did any work . 

* * * 

SOME OF OUR SUPERVISORS were talking - privately - about firing Sherburne more than two 
years ago. But he had a lot of pull in the administration; he was a nice, docile, unimag- 

--—- (Continued, Page 36) 
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Inyo’s ‘swine flu’ loser 


NEARLY 1900 INYOANS TOOK THE 
"SWINE FLU SHOTS" IN 1976, BUT 
ONLY ONE, 75-YEAR-OLD CLIFFORD 
STONE, SUFFERED SERIOUS ILL 
EFFECTS; HE'S TAKEN HIS CASE 
TO COURT, SO FAR WITHOUT LUCK 


Tj|Tj; 


le odds” against anyone suffering 
any serious reactions to the "swine 
flu” shots were impressively small, 
and, frightened by the prospects of the 
"epidemic" that the government warned a- 
gainst, millions of Americans flocked to 
their local health departments for innoc- 
ulation. 

Among them was Clifford Stone of 
Bishop . Hearing of the local program in 
a radio broadcast, and (at his age) fear¬ 
ing the possibility of an attack of fat¬ 
al flu, he went to the "old school build¬ 
ing” and lined up with scores of others . 

Says Stone: "I decided it didn't 
cost anything and maybe it would keep down 
flu and colds. At the time I took care 
of the gate at the Bishop Cemetery - At 
sundown I would fasten the gate and open 
it again at sunup; I didn't want to lose 
the job. 

"I never noticed anything much un¬ 
til 18 days after I got the shot. 

"On a Sunday morning about sunup, 

I got up to go open the gates . I washed 
up and combed my hair and went out to the 
pickup. Then I fell over . J laid there; I 
couldn't move. 

"My wife was asleep. I could just 
move one hand and leg. I dragged myself 
over to the door . My wife came out. I 
went to the Northern Inyo Hospital in an 
ambulance. I was there about a week." 

But Ms . Stone, looking back at the 
time , said she had observed things that 
may have been warning signs: "Right af¬ 
ter" the shots her husband "started los¬ 
ing his appetite, suffering headaches 
and dizziness•" But it was not until la¬ 
ter that they made the connection with 
the paralysis. 

The paralysis victim was asked if 
the hospital recognized the symptoms 
of swine flu side-effects. "Well, Dr. 
(C.L.) Scott made some trips to Los An¬ 
geles . Two trips. And someone down 
there helped him to figure it out. My 












right side is more paralyzed than my left.” 

What to do? Not much, really, just hope 
to make some recovery. With that in mind he 
contacted a local attorney, Lei and Bray, who 
referred him to a lawyer in San Francisco. 

The result is a lawsuit filed against the 
federal government - similar to hundreds ot 
other suits filed by other victims in all 
parts of the United States. 

The government has assumed responsibil¬ 
ity for the cases since from the outset the 
pharmaceutical companies gained guarantees 
from the government that they would not be 
responsible in the event of any problems that 
might arise from the shots. So far, the gov¬ 
ernment has been named in 76 3 such suits, 
has admitted responsibility , and has paid out 
a total of $2.1 million in settlements in 71 
cases. All of the lawsuits over swine flu 
shots total about $3.4 billion in claims. 

But the lawsuits drag on. Even though 
responsibility has been accepted by Uncle 
Sam, he is a stalling and delaying uncle. 

At the time he was stricken, Stone was 
enjoying a semi-retirement after years of 
work with Union Carbide Company as a diamond 
driller. 

How does he now feel about the matter? 
He is hurt and suffering first - but he is 
also angry about the government *s contest of 
his suit . When reporters called he asked to 
see their credentials and asked pointedly: 
"You*re not working for the government are 
you?" 

"Do you want to know the truth?," he 
asked. "I feel the government should pay for 
this. " 

A>fter all, it was at the federal gov¬ 
ernment* s urging that millions of Americans 
took the shots against the possibility (as¬ 
sured by the United States Health Department) 
of an epidemic of major proportions. As it 
turned out, few if any cases of swine flu 
ever developed, the government is out mill¬ 
ions, perhaps billions, of dollars, and the 
only winners so far are the pharmaceutical 
firms that made a bundle. 

How much. Stone was asked, did he feel 
that the government shoull pay him? 

"I don*t know," he replied, but comp¬ 
lained, "I can*t do a darn thing." And so he 
can*t; his right hand is withered and bent, 
and he hobbles around as best he can on a 
crutch m spending much of his time in a large 
easy chair in the Stone *s living room. They 
live in a small frame house on Bishop's East 
Pine Street. 

Dr. Scott thinks the swine flu "epidem¬ 
ic" scare was spurious. In that, many other 
Inuo doctors concur. The flu immunization 


shots caused a disease (in a few people) id¬ 
entified as "Guillian-Barre” or "GB" Syn¬ 
drome. Scott said he feels that "some govern¬ 
ment doctor” thought the immunization prog¬ 
ram - for literally everybody in the United 
States that would take it - would be a good 
thing, and sold the idea to then-president 
Gerald Ford. The 7\merican public bought it, 
most of them fearing not to take it. Benefits 
from the shots, if any, were never proved. 

Dr. Scott thinks Stone *s is the only case of 
GB Syndrome in Inyo County, that there may 
have been a case in Mono. 

Prior to his devastating swine flu shot 
the Inyo victim was "in good health," accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Stone. "He now feels the govern¬ 
ment is pretty lax," said the doctor. "He 
just stays indoors now . "■ 


szfNe Ws '{Letter 

P. O. Box 275 • 531^-^lndependence, CA 93526 ' • 878-2381 

SPECIAL 

SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 


TAKE 10% DISCOUNT FROM PRICES SHOWN 
BELOW IF YOU ORDER BEFORE DEC. 25 ! 


Order a gift subscription for a friend—or yourself. 

1 | 50 issues I I 25 issues I I 12 issues 
$25 $13 $7 


□ Enter my own subscription □ Extend my subscription 


MY NAME 

PLEASE PRINT 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

□ Please send gift subscriptions 

TO: 

TO: 

NAME 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

FROM: 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

□ Payment enclosed 

□ Bill me in January 

For even faster service call 878-2381 


Page 35 



































(Notes from B.K. Continued) 

inative type like some county officials want. As a consequence, the General Plan has gone 
by the wayside and, directly or indirectly, a number of lawsuits have turned up. If you 
think the federal government lacks leadership, have a look at Inyo County. It's wishy- 
washy as all getout, unless of course a friend or special interest is involved. 

** * 

SOMETHING WE DIDN'T KNOW 'TIL RECENTLY: Some elected officials, and a number of county em¬ 
ployees, privately complain that County Administrator John K. Smith is the highest-paid 
official - and certainly the most powerful - in Inyo County. It is also griped (again, 
privately) that "nearly every member" of the administrator's office staff is paid more 
than workers in any other office. Some workers claim that the recent salary and personnel 
survey attempted to justify what the complaining parties (including as I say some elect¬ 
ed officials) call "unequal situation." 

** * 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: Robert Ocamb of Bishop. He' presently a trucker (and did 
us a recent favor by hauling some television film down south for us) , but he's soon switch¬ 
ing to another trade. He will be the new manager of Sierra View Mobile Home Park and the 
Frosty Chalet, a driveinery at Lone Pine. And in those ventures we suspect he'll do well; 

he's got the friendly helpful attitude it takes to do business. 

*** 

AND TWO MORE OF OUR VPP' S ARE IN JAIL - LITERALLY - THESE DAYS . And liking it, as a pict¬ 
ure on a nearby page will reveal. They are Dick and Hetty Wischnef of Bishop and why are 
they in jail? Well, they bought it, the old over-night "hold" cells that adjoined the for¬ 
mer Bishop justice court. They've moved in their "Fireside and Lighting" business to the 
old county quarters, and the former jail is now their office - and, we're told, a very se¬ 
cure, burglar-proof office it is when they lock up at night. They invite friends and cus¬ 
tomers in to see their lockup. It is no doubt the best-heated, best-lighted jail we know 
of anywhere. 

** * 

STILL ANOTHER VPP, a special friend of ours, wound up flat on his back when he fell from a 
ladder while working at his Sunland Station. The fellow in the picture below is Ed Mather. 
The rescuers arrived to find Ed's pet dog standing guard over her fallen master. Ed, as it 
turned out, was not (so far as is now known) seriously hurt, even after a 16-foot fall. And 
that' s good news. 

*** 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS , EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely , 





Protective friend stood guard over fallen master 





Photo: John Heston 
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from CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
Now you can Give SNOOPY & WOODSTOCK a home. 


These fun-loving pals have teamed up to bring your family the happiest phone ever. And it's 
not a toy, it's a fully functioning telephone. One that you'll enjoy using for years to come. One 
that will spark conversation everywhere. . .in your family room, kitchen, bedroom or den. 
You'll impress visitors in your home or office. And the SNOOPY and WOODSTOCK phone 

can be yours for peanuts. 

See it now. . .you'll want it now! 

Look how SNOOPY, in his natural white and black holds the bright yellow handset. . .while 
sunny yellow WOODSTOCK stands faithfully by his side. Both are mounted on a red-top 
base with wood-grained sides. Choose either push-button* or rotary dial. 


Take SNOOPY & WOODSTOCK home today. 


Continental 

Fpie 

tair AT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS OFFICE 


‘PUSH-BUTTON SERVICE IS NOT AVAILABLE IN ALL SERVING AREAS. 
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Gas lines down south 
can mean unemployment 
lines in Inyo. 










_ 


AT LEAST FOR NOW THE "GAS CRISIS" SEEMS TO BE OVER, BUT 
LET'S NO LONGER KID OURSELVES. OUR PRESENT ECONOMY IS ■ 
BASED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON TOURIST TRADE WHICH NEEDS AN 
EVER-INCREASING FLOW OF GASOLINE IF BUSINESS IS TO GROW 
WITH THE TIMES. DURING THE DAYS OF THE "GAS CRISES" A 
FEW INYO BUSINESSMEN EXPERIENCED 30 % TO 50X DROPS IN 
TRADE. CAN INYO REALLY CONTINUE TO DEPEND ONLY ON WHAT 
MAY - OR MAY NOT - COME UP THE HIGHWAY? WE TJIINK NOT. 

IT MAY BE TIME TO START LOOKING AHEAD TO REAL INDEPEND¬ 
ENCE. WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE, NOT DISCOURAGE (AS HAS BEEN 
THE TENDENCY OF LATE), NON-POLLUTING INDUSTRY, ALONG WITH 
AN INTELLIGENTLY-REGULATED GROWTH; WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE 
INVESTMENT, EXPANSION -JOBS! 

REMEMBER: YOU DON'T HAVE TO GROW "BIG" 

TO GEQM URi 


mm 
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Grow 
with us. 


CAL-TRON 






Corp. 


WE PROVIDE JOBS 
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